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The Role of the American Oil Chemists Society in World Trade

—Quiality Assurance Testing, Certified Reference Materials, and I nternational Liaison Activities

BLOOMER Scott
(The American Oil Chemists' Society (AOCS), Illinois 61802, USA)

Abstract: The American Oil Chemists' Society (AOCS) is a volunteer-led association. AOCS develops and
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publishes methods of analysis for fats, oils, proteins, surfactants, and related materials according to accepted
international standards to ensure equitable trade practices on a global scale. AOCS Official Method
development has been going on for over a hundred years. The founding vision of AOCS in 1909 was “an
organization designed for the development and advancement of analytical methods for cottonseed products.”
AQCS Official Methods are essential to world trade and are used to confirm the value of hillions of pounds
of oilseed-based commodities and finished products each year. In addition, AOCS conducts proficiency
testing, provides certified reference materials, and collaborates with other standards developers including the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission. AOCS serves
as a professional scientific membership organization providing current and emerging information as well as
disseminating research results in oils, fats, lipids, proteins, surfactants, and related materials. Several avenues
are used, especialy meetings, publications, interest groups, networking opportunities, and web presence.
Many scientists, experts, and others engaged in working in these fields find their professional “home” in
AOCS. The AOCS Technical Leadership Committee comprises some of the most experienced AOCS
members and scientists. The AOCS Technical Services department staff relies on this committee for guidance
on scientific matters and for advice in prioritizing the opportunities facing AOCS.
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Note: In the most common path at left, a scientist brings their
method to AOCS. Dedicated AOCS Subcommittees review the draft
and suggest revisions until they approve it as clear and complete
enough for a collaborative study. After the Chair of the AOCS
Uniform Methods Committee (UMC) approves the study design,
AOCS and the method proposer work together to run a
collaborative study. AOCS carries out the statistical analysis of the
results and the Subcommittee reviews the results. After their
approval, the UMC reviews the entire package and approves the
method. Occasionally (right path below) a collaborative study has
been carried out before the method is brought to AOCS.
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